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Hotmath.com  
Reviewer’s Guide 
Hotmath Product Overview 

Step-by-Step Problem Solutions 
Step-by-step problem solutions cover the odd-numbered homework problems in 
most math textbooks. When a student goes to Hotmath.com, she selects her textbook, 
page number and problem number, and instantly begins a tutorial session for that 
specific problem. Clicking through the solution one step at a time, with a hint before 
each step, she can see the solution process at her own pace. Studies show that these 
explanations give students a better understanding of the material, helping them solve 
the remaining even-numbered problems.  

Online Math Video Lessons 
Online video lessons are short movies that provide instruction on important math 
topics. The first video collection offers hundreds of selections reviewing concepts in 
pre-algebra, algebra and geometry, and the other covers advanced math courses 
including precalculus, college algebra and calculus. The videos are accessible from a 
step-by-step solution or from the videos menu, and feature math professors from 
higher education institutions.  

Live Online Math Tutoring 
Live online math tutoring, branded as Live Math Help, connects students instantly 
with professional math tutors, who offer help on topics ranging from pre-algebra to 
calculus. For questions on homework, or help when studying, students can click the 
"Ask-a-Tutor" button to discuss the problem with a math tutor. Communication takes 
place online through an interactive whiteboard where visual aids such as drawings, 
graphs and mathematical steps can be displayed.  

Hotmath Tutoring Plus 
Hotmath Tutoring Plus refers to school subscriptions for a combination of step-by-
step solutions, video lessons and live online math tutoring. Hotmath Tutoring Plus 
cuts the cost for schools dramatically, by linking to a live math tutor only after a 
student has first reviewed the problem solutions and review lessons. This enables 
schools to stretch their funding, while providing students with an improved level of 
support. Schools can use Hotmath Tutoring Plus to assist students in after school 
programs, remediation classes, and credit recovery programs.  

Additional Math Resources 
The company also provides free practice tests, math workbooks, graphing calculator 
tutorials, and math games to ensure all students improve their academic performance 
in mathematics. 

Suggestions About This Document 
Please send any suggestions or comments about this document to Tom Ferrio at 
tferrio@hotmath.com
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Hotmath.com Step-by-Step Solutions 

Hotmath’s original, and core, service is step-by-step tutorial solutions to the actual odd-
numbered homework problems in most math textbooks for grade 6 through Calculus. 

When you go to Hotmath.com with your web browser, the home page gives a 1-2-3 
explanation of how to access the step-by-step solutions. 

 

 

Figure 1. Hotmath.com home page 



  4 
 

To find your textbook, first choose the subject (course) from the left navigation bar. Figure 2 
shows the result for Algebra 1. 

  

Figure 2. Textbook Selector Page 
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For this demonstration, click on the View Solutions button for the first book, Algebra 
Connections, and you are presented the web page to select the textbook page and problem 
number you want help with (see Figure 3). 

 

Figure 3. Problem Selector Page 

For this demonstration, enter 50 into the page selection field between the 2 green arrows and 
then press the Enter key. The Exercises and Homework problems for pages around page 50 
are displayed as shown in Figure 3. 

Note: The publisher of this textbook has arranged for Hotmath.com solutions to be 
available free for all students without a login. Most textbooks require a login through a 
school or personal account to view step-by-step solutions. For demonstration purposes all 
textbook problems numbered 15, 25, and 35 are available without a login. 
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Click on 2-31a in the Homework section to view the problem and start studying the hints and 
step-by-step solution (Figure 4). 

 

 

Figure 4. Step-by-Step Solution Display 

This page presents the problem. The green down-arrow allows the student to step through 
hints and steps until the problem is complete. 

Note: This publisher has asked Hotmath to display the problem statements. The problem 
statements are not shown for most textbooks to avoid copyright issues. The student will 
have the textbook handy when using Hotmath so this poses no difficulty. 

Step through the problem, clicking on the green down-arrow, to see how Hotmath leads a 
student through the approach to solve the problem, step-by-step with a hint before each step. 
When the problem is complete the green down arrow turns grey. 

The student can select a new problem in the same textbook by clicking on the green New 
Problem button. 

Clicking on More Help allows the student to choose from Online Video Math Lessons, math 
lessons in pages of Review Lessons, Interactive Math Learning Activities, and Math Games. 
The Video Math Lessons are an additional subscription service. The other help resources are 
included in the basic Step-by-step solutions subscription. 

The Ask a Tutor button, shown below the solution display window, connects a student to a 
live online math tutor instantly for additional help. This is an additional subscription service. 
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Hotmath.com Math Video Lessons 

Hotmath offers an additional subscription of hundreds of video lessons about concepts in pre-
algebra, algebra, and geometry. 

For this review we will look at the free sample videos so no logon code is required. 

First, go to the Hotmath.com home page (Figure 1 above). 

Click on the Math Videos button in the lower part of the left navigation bar (in the section 
titled Math Resources). You will see the screen shown in Figure 5. 

 

 

Figure 5. Math Video Lessons Page 
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For this demonstration, click on the free samples link in the first paragraph. This displays the 
page shown in Figure 6. 

 

 

Figure 6. Video Player for Samples 

You may watch any of the sample videos listed in the right hand side of the window. When 
you are done reviewing video lessons you may read about our lecturers by clicking on the link 
below the video window. 

If you click on the green “Math Videos” link just below the top menu, you will be taken back 
to the main video page in Figure 5. From there you can select a course from the second 
paragraph, then select a topic area, and see the list of videos for that topic. 
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Hotmath.com Live Online Tutoring 

Our online tutoring is also called Live Math Help. It is available at any time from the “Click 
Here 24/7 Live Math Help” link to the right of the Hotmath.com logo in the top navigation 
bar. It is also available while studying a step-by-step solution and clicking the “Ask a Tutor” 
link there will send the tutor information about the solution being viewed. 

Before starting a live tutoring session, open a new browser window and go to 
http://www.instantmathhelp.com/Preview/43326/  to see a previously recorded tutoring 
session (Figure 7). 

 

Figure 7. Previously-recorded Tutoring Session 

In Figure 7 you can see the question that the student entered to start the session in the upper 
left. The Chat History between the student and tutor is shown in the right-hand pane. The 
interactive whiteboard, which both the student and the tutor can use, is on the left. Notice, 
from the control in the lower right, that this session used more than one whiteboard page. 
(Only two of the five pages indicated were actually used in this session.) You can scroll 
through the chat and the whiteboard pages to see how the session developed. 

You can look at additional previously-recorded sessions at these URLs: 
http://www.instantmathhelp.com/Preview/50056/  
http://www.instantmathhelp.com/Preview/48699/  
http://www.instantmathhelp.com/Preview/48699/  
http://www.instantmathhelp.com/Preview/43322/  
http://www.instantmathhelp.com/Preview/50991/  

Now you can return to the Hotmath.com home page if you would like to experience a Live 
Math Help session of your own. 



  10 
 

Live Math Help is a subscription service that requires a login. Press reviewers are given a 
temporary login code upon request. The “Log In” link in the upper right of any page will 
display the Login page (Figure 7). 

 

 

Figure 8. Hotmath Account Login 



  11 
 

After logging in, click on the “24/7 Live Math Help” link at the top of any page. This will 
open a new window for tutoring (Figure 9). 

 

 
Figure 9, Start of Live Math Help Session 

You can type your question in the left-hand box. Alternatively, you can draw your question in 
the right-hand box or you can send a file, for example an image file from a screen snapshot, 
with the Attach File button. 

After you enter the problem you would like help with, click the Send button. A tutor will be 
assigned, will receive your question, and will start working on it. 
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You can interact with the tutor through chat and the drawing board. Figure 10 shows a session 
that has just been completed. 

 

Figure 10. Live Math Help Session 
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After completing a Live Math Help session, or by clicking on the “see prior questions” link 
(Figure 9) you can get a list of previous Live Math Help session and review them (Figure 11). 

 

Figure 11. List of Previous Sessions 

You may review a previous session by clicking on the line listing that question. 

For school subscriptions of Hotmath Tutoring Plus, the teacher or administrator can get a 
listing of sessions identified with the student asking the question. 
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Additional Hotmath.com Resources 

This section gives a brief introduction to additional resources that you may want to review. 

To locate these resources go to the Hotmath.com home page and look at the lower portion of 
the left navigation menu (with the red Math Resources heading). 

Practice Tests 
Our math practice tests are an excellent extension of Hotmath’s Step-by-Step solution 
technology. Select a Practice Test, choose some of the multiple choice answers (by working 
on the problems or just guessing) and then click green Check Test button (Figure 12). 

 

Figure 12. Practice Test Scoring 

The answers are scored and the student may view the Step-by-Step solution for any problem 
by clicking the green View Solutions button. 
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Math Lessons 
The Math Lessons menu on the Hotmath.com home page goes to a page that includes an 
index (last paragraph on page in Figure 13) to a large catalog of review material. 

 

Figure 13. Math Lessons Page 

Graphing Calculator Resources 
The Graphing Calculator menu item opens a page with resources to help students learn to use 
their Texas Instruments graphing calculator. There are getting started movies to help students 
get comfortable using a graphing calculator and a large list of example problems in Pre-
Algebra, Algebra 1, and Geometry with Step-by-step solutions using graphing calculators. 

 

Figure 14. Graphing Calculator Resources Page 
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Games and Activities 
Our Games and Activities page gives access to a large number of interactive activities to help 
students better understand concepts in Pre-Algebra, Algebra, and Geometry. 

We also have math games to add some enjoyment to learning important math concepts and 
skills. 

 

Figure 15. Games & Activities Resource Page 

 

Figure 16. An Algebra Activity 
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Figure 17. The Number Cop Game 
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Workbooks 
Our Hotmath.com Math Workbooks contain thousands of supplementary problems with Step-
by-step solutions for student practice or for teachers to assign. These are organized by topic 
within each course.  

 

Figure 18. Math Workbooks Page 

More About Hotmath.com 

Descriptive Videos 
A 1 minute video describing Hotmath.com for educators is available at 
http://hotmath.com/educators/video-educators.html, under the Educators menu in the top 
navigation bar. 

A similar video for students and parents is available at http://hotmath.com/parents/video-
parents.html, under the Parent menu in the top navigation bar.  

Tutoring Plus 

Our Tutoring Plus offering for schools is described more fully at http://hotmath.com/tutoring-
plus/. We also suggest looking at the material on the Frequently Asked Questions page that is 
linked from there.  


